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THE WESTMINSTER STANDARDS

The lectures and study in this course serve to introduce the Westminster Standards with a specific focus on The Confession of Faith.
· The course is therefore a study of the system of reformed theology produced at the flowering of the work of reformation which had emerged in Scotland and England one hundred years before.  
· It discusses the doctrinal framework which was the matrix for the practical divinity preached in many churches during one of the most remarkable periods in the history of the cure of souls. 
· It simultaneously provides an overview of reformed theology preliminary study for ministerial examination.
Lectures

The lectures will begin with a discussion of the background to the Westminster Assembly and thereafter focus attention on the salient doctrines of The Confession of Faith. The bulk of classroom time will be devoted to a glossing of the text of the chapters of The Confession of Faith. 
.
Course Requirements
· Attendance at class
· Memorization of The Shorter Catechism
· A ten page paper analyzing and discussing some aspect of the Confession’s teaching DUE MAY 8.
Reading

The best collection of the major documents of the Westminster Assembly is in The Westminster Confession of Faith published by The Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. Note, however, that the text of the Confession generally used in the USA (e.g. in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church in America) is a revision of the original.
A wide range of literature is available on the Westminster Assembly, its background and teaching.  
See: D. Hall & J.L. Duncan, III, The Westminster Assembly: A Guide to Basic Bibliography.

For background and discussion the following may be consulted:
J. L Carson and D W Hall: To Glorify and Enjoy God
J Ligon Duncan, III (ed), The Westminster Confession into the 21st Century, volumes 1 and 2
A F Mitchell, J Struthers (eds): Minutes of the Westminster Assembly (1644-49)

R.S. Paul: The Assembly of the Lord

Philip Schaff:  The Creeds of Christendom, vol. 1, pp. 701-816
B. B. Warfield: The Westminster Assembly and its Work
For notes, quotes and anecdotes on the members of the Assembly, James Reid: Memoirs of the Westminster Divines makes for enjoyable and diverting reading as does the more recent and shorter study by William S Barker, Puritan Profiles. 
For the purposes of the study of the Confession, in addition to class work, the commentary by A. A. Hodge: The Confession of Faith is recommended, particularly in the area of the biblical teaching which comes to expression in the Confession.  The commentaries by Gordon Clark, Robert Shaw and G I Williamson may also be consulted with profit.  Of special interest is the recently published version of David Dickson’s Commentary, which is the earliest extant commentary on the Confession. Its special value lies in Dickson’s friendship with the Scots Commissioners to the Westminster Assembly
SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY ON

THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY AND CONFESSION

Primary sources:

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Assembly are now available in volumes 3-7 of Chad Van Dixhoorn’s Cambridge PhD dissertation “Reforming the Reformation: Theological Debate at the Westminster Assembly 1643-1652”     While this work is too recent to have made its full impact on scholarly study of the Westminster Standards, it is safe to say that all future work on the interpretation of the Confession will involve interaction with this work. See Mitchell and Struthers below for an earlier, partial, transcription.

Selected Secondary Material:

R. Baillie: 


Letters and Journals of Robert Baillie ed. D. Laing (1841‑2)

F.R. Beattie:    

The Presbyterian Standards
W.Beveridge:     

A Short History of the Westminster Assembly (1904)

C.A. Briggs:    
 “The Documentary History of the Westminster Assembly”, The  Presbyterian Review, 1   (Jan.1880); (October 1883)

Idem.:           

Whither?  A Theological Question for the Times (1889)

J Carson, D Hall  

To Glorify and Enjoy God (1994)  


S.W.Carruthers:  

The Everyday Work of the Westminster Assembly   (1943)

Idem.:          


 The Westminster Confession of Faith
Gordon Clark:    

What Do Presbyterians Believe?

John R de Witt:  
Jus Divinum: The Westminster Assembly and the  Divine Right  of Church Government (1964)

George Gillespie: 
Notes of the Debates and Proceedings of the Assembly of Divines and Other Commissioners at  Westminster, ed. D. Meek (1846)

E.T. Green:      

The Thirty Nine Articles and the Age of  Reformation

William Haller: 

 Liberty and Reformation in the Puritan Revolution (1955)

G. S. Hendry:    

The Westminster Confession for Today (1960)

A. Heron (ed):   

The Westminster Confession in the Church Today
W.M.Hetherington:
The Westminster Assembly of Divines (1843)

A.A. Hodge:      

The Westminster Confession of Faith (1869)

T. Leishman:      

The Westminster Directory (1901)

J. Lightfoot:    
The Journal of the Proceedings of the Assembly of Divines, in  The Whole Works of the Rev. John  Lightfoot, D.D., ed. J.R. Pitman, vol. XIII   (1824)

J.Macpherson:    

The Westminster Confession of Faith (1881)

C.G.McRie:       

The Confessions of the Church of Scotland (1907)

A.F. Mitchell &: 

Minutes of the Sessions of the Westminster Assembly (1874)
J.Struthers      


A.F. Mitchell:   

The Westminster Assembly (1883)

Idem.:          


 Lecture on the Westminster Confession of Faith
E.D. Morris:    

 The Theology of the Westminster Symbols (1900)

John Murray:     

“Notable Tercentenary”; “The Importance and   

                 


Relevance of the Westminster Confession” and

                


 “The Theology of the Westminster Confession of Faith” in
Collected Writings of John Murray (1976),   p. 312ff;                  4 (1982), p 241ff.
R. S. Paul:     

 The Assembly of the Lord (1985)

James Reid:      

Memoirs of the Westminster Divines (1811)

J. Rogers:       

Scripture in the Westminster Confession (1967)

H.Rolston III:  

John Calvin versus the Westminster Confession (1972)

P. Schaff:      

The Creeds of Christendom (1877ff), III. pp. 669‑816

Robert Shaw:     

The Reformed Faith (1845)

W.A. Shaw:       

A History of the English Church  ... 1640‑1660 (1900)

Wayne Spear:    
 Covenanted Uniformity in Religion: The Influence of the Scots Commissioners on the Ecclesiology of the Westminster Assembly. Univ. of Pittsburgh Ph.D. (1976)

B.B. Warfield:   

The Westminster Assembly and its Work (1931)

G.I. Williamson: 

The Westminster Confession of Faith (1964)

J.F. Wilson: 
Pulpit in Parliament; Puritanism during the English Civil Wars (1969)

