REDEEMER/WESTMINSTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY (DALLAS)PRIVATE 

THE DOCTRINE OF GOD                                                    SPRING 2009

The doctrine of God lies at the heart of Christian theology.  How we think about God determines our world-view in general and every aspect of our Christian faith in particular.  The knowledge of God is both the foundation and the goal of that faith.


Nothing is more demanding on our abilities than learning to think and speak truly of God in order that we may know him better and worship him and serve him for his glory.  One course on the Doctrine of God can provide only an introduction to the discipline of a life-time. Lasting benefit will be best gained by careful use of the various elements which constitute the course work.  

1. LECTURES   
A synopsis of the ground to be covered in class is appended, and also a brief study guide keyed to Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, volume two, God and Creation, which serves as the foundational theological text in this course.. 

2. READINGS   The following should be consider basic required readings for this course. The order below, which is alphabetical, may also prove to be the most helpful order in which to read:

H. Bavinck:
Reformed Dogmatics, 2 God and Creation pp.27-472, 591-619
L. Berkhof:
Systematic Theology, pp.19-178  (covering same ground as Bavinck, with similar and dependent perspective, but in shorter scope).
G. Bray:        The Doctrine of God
Ronald Nash:  The Concept of God
B.B.Warfield: "The Biblical Doctrine of the Trinity" in Biblical and Theological        

Studies, pp.29-59 or in Biblical Doctrines, pp.133-171.

For introductory reading the relevant sections in H. Bavinck, Our Reasonable Faith and J.I. Packer, Knowing God well repay reading. Further reading is appended to the appropriate sections of the class syllabus.
3.  PAPER
A research paper, no more than 12 pages in length is required.  It should focus narrowly within a topic in the doctrine of God.  DUE MAY 8.
4.  EXAMINATION    An examination will be given during the examination period.  Details of the material to be examined will be announced towards the end of the course. 
THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

INTRODUCTION   

   1.   The Centrality of the doctrine

   2.   Developing a right approach

I. THE REVELATION OF GOD  
             (i)   In humanity as divine image

            (ii)   To humanity in created order

        2.   The Inexcusability of ignorance
             (i)   The perspicuity of revelation

            (ii)   The adequacy of revelation

           (iii)   The universality of revelation

           (iv)   The inexcusability of rejecting revelation

         3.   The Function of special redemptive revelation
         4.   The Role of the classical proofs
         5.    The Incomprehensibility of God

         6.     The Nature of our Knowledge of God

Further Reading:
G.C. Berkouwer, General Revelation
J. Calvin, Institutes, Book I

II. THE TRIUNE GOD AND OUR KNOWLEDGE OF HIM 
        1.   The Revelation of the Divine Name
             (i) The Significance of God's Name

            (ii) The Name Yahweh

        2.   The Unity of God and the Deity of the Father 

             (i) God the Lord is One

            (ii) The Divine Father

        3.   The Deity of the Son  

             (i) Johannine witness

            (ii) Synoptic testimony

           (iii) Pauline teaching

        4.   The Deity of the Spirit 

             (i) Personal

            (ii) Divine attributes

           (iii) Participation in work of Father and Son

        5.   The Doctrine of the Trinity 

             (i) O.T. witness

            (ii) Development in the early church

           (iii) The filioque clause

            (iv) Significance of the doctrine of the Trinity

Further Reading:

R. Bauckham, God Crucified: Christology and Monotheism in the New Testament
M.J. Harris,  Jesus as God
J.N.D. Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines
Robert Letham: The Holy Trinity
B. de Margerie, The Christian Trinity in History
J. Moltmann, The Trinity and the Kingdom
P. Toon, Our Triune God
A.W. Wainwright, The Trinity in the New Testament
III. THE CHARACTER OF GOD AND HIS ATTRIBUTES 

        2.  Incorporeal, Invisible Spirit  

        3.  Self-existent, Eternal, and Self-sufficient 

        4.  Omnipresent, Almighty, and Omniscient 

        5.  Righteous and Unchanging 

        6.  The Holy One 

        7.  Good and Loving 

        8.  Wise 

        9.  Glorious 

Further Reading:
S. Charnock, The Existence and Attributes of God
J. Moltmann, The Crucified God
T.V. Morris, Our Idea of God
G.L. Prestige, God in Patristic Thought
IV. THE PLAN OF GOD AND ITS MANIFESTATIONS 
        1.   The Divine decree 

             (i) Place in Systematics

            (ii) Mystery of the Faith

           (iii) Characteristics of the decree

           (iv) Election to salvation

            (v) Reprobation?

           (vi) Implications

        2.   Creation  (Berkhof 126-140;150-164)

           (i) Biblical Perspectives
1. Creator without limitation

2. Trinity

3. The end for which God created the world

4. Creatio ex nihilo


     5.   Creation not a necessary or eternal act

6.   Creatio coninua?

7.   Function of the biblical teaching

(ii) The Structure of revelation in Genesis 1 

         (iii)  Views of the nature of the “days”

        3.   Providence 
             (i) Elements in the doctrine

            (ii) Safeguards against errors

           (iii) Universal scope and moral character

            (iv) Teleological

             (v) “Why do the righteous suffer?”
            (vi) Value of the doctrine of providence

        4.   Miracles 
             (i) Definitions

            (ii) Timing

           (iii)  Eschatological character

            (iv) Towards a definition

            (v) Evidential significance?

Further Reading:
J. Calvin, The Eternal Predestination of God
G.C. Berkouwer, The Providence of God
C. Brown, Miracles and the Critical Mind
P. Helm, The Providence of God
P.K. Jewett, Election and Predestination
J. Piper, The Justification of God
B. Ramm, The Christian View of Science and the Scriptures
R.F. Youngblood,ed., The Genesis Debate
V.  THE ANGELS OF GOD AND THEIR MINISTRY 

        1.  The nature of angelic beings 

        2.  The ministry of angels  

THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

WORKBOOK 
INTRODUCTION
1.    What does Bavinck mean by "mystery"? What are the implications of the element of "mystery" in theology? (Bavinck 29-31)

2.    After (brief!) reflection write your own short outline of the Old Testament teaching on God. Afterwards summarize Bavinck's outline and consider  any differences (Bavinck 32-35).

I.   THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD
1.   Explain "the finite cannot grasp the infinite"? (Bavinck  56)

2.   What does Bavinck mean when he says that there is a knowledge of God which is "natural, universal and necessary"? (Bavinck  59)

3.   What are "innate ideas"? (60-66). In what ways has this concept been rejected by Christian theologians? In there a sense in which we can speak of an innate knowledge of God? (Bavinck 70-72)

4.   State the difference between innate knowledge and acquired knowledge.  (Bavinck 72-76)

5.   Summarize the proofs for the existence of God  (Bavinck 77-89) 

II.  THE NAME OF GOD
1.   What is the connection between God and his names? (Bavinck 95-103)

2.   What is anthropomorphic language and can it be legitimately used in relation to God?  If so, why?  (Bavinck 104-110)

3.   Apart from the covenant name Yahweh, state and explain the most significant names of God in Scripture. (Bavinck 137-147)

4.   What significance should be seen in the fact that only in the New Testament does "Father" become "the common name by which God is addressed"?  (Bavinck  146-147)

III. THE TRIUNE GOD AND OUR KNOWLEDGE OF HIM
1.   What are the main points in Bavinck's discussions of the deity of each person in the Godhead?  (Bavinck 271-279)

2.   State and assess Bavinck's view of the Trinity in the Old Testament, and contrast this with the revelation of the New Testament.  (Bavinck 256-271)

3.   Very briefly, note the salient points in the history of the doctrine of the Trinity. (Bavinck 279-329)

4.   Is the doctrine of the Trinity existentially important?  If so, how?  (Bavinck 329-334)

5.   What is meant by  the incomprehensibility of God and how does this differ from the unknowability of God? (Bavinck 27-52)

IV.  THE DECREE OF GOD
1.   What is God's decree?  (Bavinck 341-347, 372-374 [section 240])

2.   Note the key elements in the history of the doctrine of the decree of God. Use diagrams if this proves helpful.  (Bavinck 347-372)

3.   What is Pelagianism and what does it teach?    How is it most effectively critiqued? (Bavinck 376-382) 

4.   Using great care, state precisely what is meant by the terms "supralapsarianism' and "infralapsarianism" and assess (i) the strengths and weaknesses of each view, and (ii) the legitimacy of their distinctions.  (Bavinck 382-392)

5.   What is reprobation?  Is it a biblical doctrine? If so, in what sense?  (Bavinck 393-399)

6.   What is the "glorious character of election"?  (Bavinck 399-405)

V.   THE WORKS OF GOD
1.   What is the significance of the doctrine of creation?  (Bavinck 406-415, 435-439)
2.   What is meant by Creatio ex nihilo, and why is it theologically important?  (Bavinck, 416-420)

3.   Who created the cosmos? (Bavinck 420-426)
4.   State, and discuss the biblical accuracy of the definition of Providence (Bavinck 604-608)

5.   What do we mean by saying that concurrence and government are elements in Providence?  Give reasons and biblical backing for your answer.  (Bavinck 608-619)
VI.  THE CHARACTER OF GOD
1.   In what different ways have the attributes of God been classified? Does any classification deserve preference?  (Bavinck 110-147)

2.   Bavinck provides the following listing of the incommunicable attributes of God. In your view, what are the single most important Scriptures in relation to each of them?

(A maximum of three passages should be given for each.)

Independence (Bavinck 151-153)

Immutability (153-159)

Infinity with respect to time and space (159-170)

Unity (170-173)

Simplicity (173-177)

3.   What is a "communicable" attribute? 
What is meant by the following attributes?

Spirituality (Bavinck 175-183)

Omniscience  (192-202
Wisdom  (203-207)

Veracity (207-210)

Goodness (210-216)

Holiness (216-221)

Righteousness (221-228)

4.  How is the will of God related to evil?  (Bavinck 228-241)

5.  Distinguish God’s revealed and hidden will. Is this biblical?  (Bavinck 242-245)

6.  In what sense is God omnipotent?  (Bavinck 245-249)

7.  Why should we ascribe glory and blessing to God?  (Bavinck 249-255)

VII. THE ANGELS OF GOD
Outline the biblical view of the following aspects of angelology:

(i)   the nature of angels 

(ii)  the angels' relationship to each other 

(iii) the function  of angels 





(Bavinck 443-472)
